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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

That I, &ZM; ,M;_Q&Z ~___, have this day
donated (Lt Sopadel X Ceesle) o o.\[,\«‘.s to

the Air Force Historical Research Agency.

Understanding that this donation will be accessioned into the
Archives of the Air Force to be used, as the security classification
permits, by qualified historical researchers whose access has been
determined to be in the best interests of the United States Air Force,
I do hereby voluntarily give, transfer, convey, and assign all rights,
title, and interest in the memoirs and remembrances contained in the
aforementioned donation to the Air Force History Office, acting on
behalf of the United States of America, to have and to hold the same
forever, hereby relinquishing for myself, my executors,
administrators, heirs, and assigns all ownership, right, title, and
interest therein to the donee subject only to the following
restrictions:
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Accepted on behalf of the
United States Air Force T
by: {2 g il
jie [éz :|5[¢S 5!@*£4
oaten: [4 ] uﬂ) wsT 2000
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"ﬁ gEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
'&—/ AIR FORCE HISTORICAL RESEARCH AGENCY
Y 4

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, ALABAMA

12 December 2006

AFHRA/RSA
600 Chennault Circle
Maxwell AFB AL 36112-6424

Mrs Ella Fountain Keesler Pratt
89 Harrison Hill Road
Swannanoa, NC 28778

Dear Mrs Pratt

On behalf of the United States Air Force, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
donating the papers of your brother, Lt Samuel R. Keesler, Jr, to the Air Force Historical
Research Agency. We are pleased and honored that you have entrusted them to us. I can assure
you that we will exercise the utmost care in their preservation and will make them available to
current and future generations of scholars, These documents, in particular the letters and
photographs, tell the remarkable story of a genuine American hero and recipient of the
Distinguished Service Cross who gave his life in the service of his country. I am certain that
those who conduct research in this collection in the years to come will encounter not only a
stirring account of a gallant and brave World War I aviator, but also will become acquainted
with Sam's early life and times as he grew up in a prominent southern family during the first two
decades of the last century.

It also was a pleasure to meet your son, Sam, a few months ago in Swannanoa. His tour of
Montreat was a wonderful experience for me, and his continuing assistance has greatly
facilitated our initial efforts in arranging and describing the papers. In addition, I would like to
thank you for sharing your unique and irreplaceable knowledge in identifying people who appear
in the photographs and in answering other questions we have posed. We all look forward to
achieving the goal of digitizing the collection, placing it on the internet, and thereby greatly
enhancing it's availability for research.

We have attached copies of the signed deed of gifts, as well as separate inventories for the 2005
and 2006 donations. If you have any questions about the collection, please do not hesitate to
contact me (334) 953-2964.

Smﬁc%:}}y/
ROBERT M. JOHNSON, I1
Chief, Archives Branch

2 Attachments

1. Deed of Gift(s)

2. Inventories
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D C Sunday

Dear Father

Yesterday I was 22 years old but I can't realize it. It seems only yesterday that I was 15. I am
glad and sorrow. I'm glad for [ want to be out and doing a man's work in this work and I'm sorry
for while a boy is young he is happy. I don't mean I expect to be much happy for I don't.
Everyday now something comes up which shows to me that it is time I quit playing and began to
work. I'm ready to start too. I guess I feel like all others tho for I feel like I don't know anything
to do. One doesn't realize how little he does know until he wants to do something with what he
knows.

As yet I have not heard from Princeton but expect to soon. I'm on the lookout for a place for
the summer too. Of course I'd like to work in a bank but if I can get work on some engineering
job I'd be satisfied. In a few weeks now [ am to select some special study in chemistry to pursue.
1 had thought of soil analysis and fertilizers. Dr. Arbuckle approved of this too so I believe I can
begin in the first of March.

The last week has been a real busy one for me. [ don't believe I spent over two hours a day
away from the lab except on Tuesday | had to do the work. The Freshmere keep me behind as
they are so slow and I hate to grade if where by a little time I can help them. But I can't do it any
longer. They have got to learn how and work quickly and surely. I'm getting a lot of experience
from them tho they keep one busy looking up questions which they hang up.

Sam had quite an enjoyable twice Friday. He went down to see that wonderful play
"Intolerance”. He said it was "grand" but had not the gripping power of "The Birth of a Nation."
It showed what great things can be done with money and art. I couldn't because I'm trying to
save so | can go to Washington and Richmond.

Miss Comnelia wrote me a mighty nice note asking me to stay with them if I started to
Washington. That I can go.

Base-ball practice starts before very long. We have great hopes this year. We will have a
pitching staff which will be hart to heat. Lawson Hengereld and a friend named Worth. Worth
is said to be as good ad the other two if not better. The only place we are very weak is at catcher.
Sam will try for it I guess and he can catch well too but he can't but like afford. The infield will
be the same I suppose. The French will have to fill up the out field. Sam should make good at
catcher at outfield this year as his leg is not hurting him at all.

Must stop. Love to all
Your affectionate Son
William
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begin in the first of March.

The last week has been a real busy one for me. I don't believe I spent over two hours a day
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The Davidson Chapter
The Phi Alpha of
Beta Theta Pi,
Davidson, N.C.

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler

Feb. 29th. 1916.
Dear Mother;-

Well the festivities are over and “all is peaceful on the Potomac once more.” The girls
left yesterday morning on the first train most of them and went to Charlotte to a dance, which the
boys got up for them. Every body seemed to have a good time, and 1 know I did, altho I did have
to make a speech. Elizabeth and Janet were looking mighty well, especially Janet. I never saw
her so pretty before. (This is Maynard’s opinion too.) William went as far as Salisbury with
them, Maynard only to Charlotte. “The girls”, as Maynard calls them, sent Mrs. Vinson a dozen
carnations. They were beautiful too. Mrs. Vinson seemed to appreciate them so much. I think
that it was mighty thoughtful of them to do it, don’t you?

I got the decorations thru Friday evening in time for the speaking, Every body said that it
was mighty pretty,- in fact the best that we have had. 1 sure worked on it, but of course not
along.

To come to our speeches: Wm. and I got thru with them all right. William did better
than I had expected. I was scared to death that he was going to forget some of it. I got one line
of mine mixed up alittle. I couldn’t think of the end of the sentence, so my mind went ahead and
got the end of another sentence that would fit the occasion and put it on. Then when I came to
the place where the part I had borrowed belonged, I repeated it. Now if I had left out this line it
would have been all right, but I didn’t think of that at the time. With this exception I got thru all
right. 1didn’t get a “rep” however, and I don’t know who got the alternates. To be perfectly
frank, I wouldn’t have been surprised to have gotten a “rep”. I'll try to get one next time.

Miss Jordan was here for the Speaking. She was visiting the Lingles. Mrs. Bauman sent
the fraternity a box of candy by her, which I think was just as sweet of her as could be. The box
od (sic) candy which Aunt Ethel sent was a “peach”.

You should have seen me in a dress suit! I was some dressed up. I felt a little awkward
at first, but soon overcame that. I would not have let the girls known that it was my first time for
any thing.

We got the letters and check all O.K. Sure was glad to get the check, for | was dead
broke.

I have a bottle of Glover’s Mange Cure to work on my head with. I used it the first time
this evening, Altho it smells a little strong, I expect that it is the best medicine that can be
gotten,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

|2 I =
Fognt ! o)
X &
> iy
|23, & TS
=5 J
>8>0 &
-1 o
» 8 SZ
I i ~
IR S A
533

=

a3

3

2

<

LSiaciio

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

W
=
!

‘39

3154

&
OL NYLL9
ST -V¥070¢
| -L9¢

OO ATV

ADUDT Y Yo

VT T e EY

4519 s11Q

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

|

W [1BXEX

"l'l‘i'-‘ -;\‘a "r..'-

W T

IO UV
O N¥NL3Y

Kaun 3y yoaessay [EAHOE

Q
]
=
o,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958





